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Massachusetts Army National Guard helicopter
to join firefighting efforts on Tekoa Mountain in
Russell and Montgomery

By George Graham, The Republican

April 12, 2010, 12:15PM

04.12.2010 | Photo by Michael S. Gordon / The Republican | Massachusetts Army
National Guard helicopter crews drop water onto fires burning on the south side of Tekoa
Mountain Monday near the border of Russell and Westfield.

RUSSELL – A Massachusetts Army National Guard helicopter has joined efforts

Monday to put out a wind-fueled brush fire that has been burning on Tekoa

Mountain for several days.

“A lot of state resources are being

brought to that mountain,” said

Jennifer L. Mieth, a spokeswoman

for the state Fire Marshal’s Office.

The fire is believed to have started

Saturday. Firefighters reported

early Sunday afternoon that it had

been mostly contained to 10 acres

on the mountain, but wind started

spreading it again, according to

state police.

Because the fire is not threatening

any homes or other structures,

firefighters decided to let it burn

Sunday night and make sure it did

not spread more, police said.

“It’s still going pretty good,” said state Trooper Justin Roberson, speaking from

the Russell barracks about 6 a.m. Monday.

A rest stop, just over the Westfield line on Route 20 in Russell, is being used as

a staging area for firefighting efforts. Heavy smoke could be seen from there

as of about 11 a.m.

Easthampton Fire Chief David A Mottor, speaking briefly at that staging area

early Monday afternoon, said that some 75 acres of woodland has burned so

far.

Cause of the fire remains under investigation, Mottor said.

Also joining local firefighters are firefighters from the state Division of

Conservation and Recreation and members of the state Department of Fire

Services incident support service unit. Mieth said.

A state police helicopter is being used to direct firefighting efforts, Mieth said.

State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan and Kurt N. Schwartz, Gov. Deval L.

Patrick’s undersecretary of the state Executive Office of Public Safety, will be

arriving at the scene Monday to oversee firefighting efforts, Mieth said.

State police said the blaze is visible from the Massachusetts Turnpike.

Tekoa Mountain, steep and remote, is often hit by brush fires, especially this

time of year when conditions can get extremely dry. A fire on the mountain in

1995 burned 587 acres. An even larger fire there four years later blackened

more than 1,200 acres.

Russell Deputy Fire Chief John E. Murphy, 64, died of a apparent heart attack

while fighting that April 1999 fire.

Westfield brush fire continues

Sponsored By:

NEWS »

Browse by month:

FEATURED TOWNS »

• Agawam

• Amherst

• Belchertown

• Berkshires

• Chicopee

• Deerfield

• E. Longmeadow

• Easthampton

• Franklin County

• Granby

• Greenfield

• Hadley

• Hampden

• Holyoke

• Longmeadow

• Ludlow

• Monson

• Northampton

• Palmer

• South Hadley

• Southampton

• Southwick

• Springfield

• Ware

• W. Springfield

• Westfield

• Wilbraham

AP NEWS »

• Mauer, Twins open
Target Field, top Red
Sox 5-2 4/12/2010,
7:24 p.m. EDT

• Mauer, Twins open
Target Field, top Red
Sox 5-2 4/12/2010,
7:24 p.m. EDT

• Twins 5, Red Sox
2 4/12/2010, 7:16
p.m. EDT

• Twins 5, Red Sox
2 4/12/2010, 7:16
p.m. EDT

• Twins 5, Red Sox
2 4/12/2010, 7:16
p.m. EDT

• Will it be Pens-Wings
3? NHL playoffs set to
start 4/12/2010, 5:36
p.m. EDT

MORE AP NEWS »

LINKS »

Special Sections:

• 14-day Archive

• WMass Blogs

• Business news

• Columnists

• Editorials

• MA Engagements

• MA Graduations

• Letters to the Editor

• Western MA Living

• MA Obituaries

• Politics

• Religion news

• Videos

• WMass Weather

• MA Weddings

Daily Print Editions:

• All Editions

• Chicopee / Holyoke

• Hampshire / Franklin

• Metro East

• Metro West

• Springfield

Plus Print Editions:

• Chicopee Plus

Stories, Photos, Full Coverage »
Springfield Police

Stories, Photos, Videos, Full Coverage »
Phoebe Prince

Stories, Photos, Videos, Full Coverage »
Scott Brown

Stories, Photos, Videos, Full Coverage »
Northampton Fires

Stories, Photos, Videos, Full Coverage »

OPINION »

From The Republican:

• Letters: Both GOP, Democrats
foster political turmoil

• Editorial: Time for Springfield
to step up the count

OBITUARIES »

Celebrate a life and share your
thoughts and precious memories
in our online guestbook.

BROWSE OBIT LISTINGS »

Massachusetts Army National Guard helicopter to join firefighting efforts ... http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2010/04/massachusetts_air_nat...

2 of 3 4/12/2010 10:03 PM



Site Index | Advertise | Contact us

 Make us your home page

Your Photos

Your Videos

Blogs

Forums

Travel

Music

Post a job

Post a free classified ad

Sell your car

Sell/Rent your home

Apartments & Rentals

Claim your Business

   Listing for free

Obituaries

Red Sox

High School Sports

Newsletters

Weather

Television

 |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |

 | 

 

© 2009 MassLive.com LLC. All Rights Reserved. About Us. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement. Please read our Privacy Policy.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management.

 

Home News Weather Sports Entertainment Interact Living Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds

Shopping Place an Ad

Subscribe to our content (RSS)

MassLive.com Twitter feed

MassLive.com News Widgets

MassLive.com Podcasts

View MassLive.com mobile site

View mobile product offerings

Subscribe to The Republican today and get incredible savings off home delivery! Subscribe Now | Press Pass

Massachusetts Army National Guard helicopter to join firefighting efforts ... http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2010/04/massachusetts_air_nat...

3 of 3 4/12/2010 10:03 PM


